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Student Innovation Takes the Nation by Storm 

O 
n April 13th, student  

representatives from the 

MVROP Automotive 

Technology program on the 

James Logan High School  

campus, participated in  

President Obama’s sixth and 

final White House Science Fair 

impressing the nation’s best and 

brightest leaders. At this event, 

more than 100 top science,  

technology, engineering and 

math students from across the 

country demonstrated their  

projects in a hands-on showcase 

of student innovation. For 

months MVROP instructor Eba 

Mohamed and his students  

applied Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math (STEM) 

education in the Samsung “Solve 

for Tomorrow” contest to design and build the first student-built electric vehicle solar charging station, 

demonstrating their ability to solve practical, real-world issues affecting their community. In April they 

joined the ranks of  America’s most talented next generation of scientists as they exhibited their one-of-a

-kind design, which allows EV’s and PHEV’s to be charged from a 100% renewable and sustainable 

energy source, in this annual fair which took place in the White House. 

 

This once in a lifetime opportunity followed the announcement that after months of hard work and  

dedication, out of 4,100 contest entries, these talented students were named the national winners of the 

Samsung “Solve for Tomorrow” STEM Contest Community Choice Award. As a national winner of the 

contest, MVROP instructor Eba Mohamed and students were the recipients of $120,000 in Samsung 

technology benefitting their program (including the $20,000 for state winners,) $9,720 of Adobe Soft-

ware, and a Samsung laptop and Galaxy Camera. During the last week of April, students traveled to 

Washington D.C. and were honored for demonstrating excellence in applying STEM in the classroom. 

 

To accomplish such a notable feat, a lot of support was needed from concept to implementation of the 

contest. Unwavering support via generous donations from the following companies ensured this student 

project came to life: MK Battery (eight Deka Solar Batteries), Clipper Creek, Inc. (EVSE PCS-15), 

Gigavac (three HBD41AA Disconnect Switches), and Sequoia Barss (10 feet of brass copper bar). These 

companies, including Lockeed Martin, where Eba Mohamed’s vision for the project stemmed during his 

IISME Summer Fellowship, are to be held as examples of what is possible when industry supports  

Career Technical Education (CTE) and the potential of students applying STEM in the classroom. The 

process could not have been accomplished without them. A special round of thanks is also noted for the 

thousands of voters who rallied on social media to ensure the student project was ultimately triumphant 

in not only representing the Bay Area and California for their ingenuity, but the nation as well. 
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Students Flourish in Career Technical Education 

T 
he ingredients and overall nutritional values in the  

average school lunch have been a hot-button issue not only with health professionals, but the community as well. 

Despite the baby steps that have been taken to address  

other menu options which fuel not only mind and body, but the overall mood and attention span for students, the list is 

short and lackluster. When students are polled regarding their daily lunch habits, the school lunch is rarely uttered.  

 

As part of the curriculum for MVROP Culinary Arts programs on  various school campuses, the effects of the food we  

consume and how it can alter our energy levels, moods, and overall health are a main area of focus with students.  Chef 

Rosen, who instructs on the American High campus, went a step further and challenged students to evaluate their nutri-

tion and create different ways they could improve their daily performance in school and outside activities. The idea came 

to Chef Rosen when she noticed students feeling lethargic and unfocused during class. When she inquired why this was 

happening, the common answer was that students had skipped a meal.  

 

To first find the answer to their food-related questions Culinary students found a nutrition expert to speak at the school 

about the various benefits of certain food groups and and how they can not only improve your health, but can aid in  

treatment of common complications. In addition, they approached their school kitchen and proposed new menu options 

which not only would be healthy, but popular with the student population on campus. As momentum grew, the marketing 

program students joined the effort to promote an event focused on food-conscious awareness. On event day, Culinary Arts 

students served examples of healthy and fuel-rich foods to showcase how proper nutrition can not only be beneficial, but 

enticingly flavorful as well.  

 

The end result of all this effort was a successful conversation with an industry expert, school staff, parents, and students. 

Taking action to change the status quo and engaging in informed, thoughtful discussion is what resulted from students 

applying their CTE know-how and flexing their mental muscles. Just imagine what we all could do if we had a better diet. 

It’s food for thought.  
 

 

MVROP CTE students in our programs have been working hard throughout the year to accomplish achievements in many 

career pathways. Join MVROP as we applaud these talented students. Aamna Haa, (top left) will start her summer         

internship at the Stanford Institute of Medical Research (SIMR). Her CTE skills in BioMedical Science will serve her well 

when she works in the area of Stem Cell research. NA students (top middle) are all smiles as they pass their California state 

certifications allowing them to actively work as Nursing Assistants as a result of their MVROP CTE studies. Vanessa 

Cornejo (top right) has been hired at the medical offices of Dr. Paz after her MVROP Medical Assistant externship. 

Leonardo Miranda (top left) is smiling because he just received the Ohlone Promise Scholarship. Which means he scored a 

two year full-ride scholarship as he starts college at Ohlone.  Students from the adult MVROP Pharmacy technology course 

graduate and move on to pursuing their careers in the medical field.  MVROP BioMedical student Nicholas Chen  (middle 

right)secured a paid internship with Biocentury in Redwood City as a Data Specialist Intern in the company’s Business  

Intelligence Team for the summer.  ICT students (bottom left and right) wowed their fellow competitors with their CTE 

skills at the SkillsUSA and Cyber Patriot competitions. Digna Manzano, (bottom center) a student from the adult Pharmacy 

Technology program, the 2016 MVROP Student of the Year Award at the May MVROP Governing Council Meeting.  
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MVROP Programs Showcase Their Skills 

MVROP Wishes Veteran Staffers A Happy Retirement 

M 
VROP celebrates the well-earned retirements of some veteran staff members as we near the close of the 2015-

2016 school year.  Linda Kimmel and Sally Holguin (left) both have been long- time advocates for CTE as College 

and Career Specialists on the high school campuses, while MVROP instructor and 2015 Teacher of  the Year, 

Hervè le Biavant, (right) has shared his many years of experience and skills in the Culinary Arts with students. Their many 

years of valued service within CTE helping guide students through career pathway options will undoubtedly be missed on 

the Irvington, Newark Memorial, and James Logan High School campuses. We wish them much happiness on the next 

chapter of their journey.  

MVROP can prove that time flies when you are having fun. Classrooms are beehives of activity as CTE skills are put into 

motion and months of studying are applied.  Below you can see that not only have staff and students worked hard to  

showcase their hands-on know how, but have succeeded in an impressive fashion.  

M 
VROP hosted the 13th annual WHS Car Show on Saturday, May 7 despite the somewhat wet conditions at the 

start of the day. Crowds gathered to see the vast display of show cars and hot rods alike. Raffle prizes such as the 

coveted Yoenis Cespedes (Oakland A’s) autographed baseball were crowd favorites.   
 

Conley Carballo High Culinary Arts students treated school administrators and MVROP staff to a stellar lunch that could 

have easily competed with a five star quality restaurant. They were all smiles as they were congratulated on their  

masterpiece of a meal. 
 

Public Service Program students conducted a special ceremony to honor those who have served to protect others in the line 

of duty. Law Enforcement Program students on the NMHS campus marched to the MVROP Center Campus to join their 

fellow Public Service Program classmates for the memorial ceremony. Members of the military, local law enforcement, and 

veterans highlighted the honor of serving to protect and ensure the well-being others.  



 

 

Mission Valley ROP 

5019 Stevenson Blvd. 

Fremont, CA 94538 

Phone: 510-657-1865 

Fax:     510-438-0378 

Website: www.mvrop.org        

MVROP Thanks Valued Community Supporters 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Remember to
... 

ADULT PHARMACY  TECHNOLOGY 

PROGRAM BEGINS IN FALL 2016 

REGISTRATION OPENS IN AUGUST 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  GO TO 

WWW.MVROP.ORG  

 

Leader in Career Technical Education! 

MVROP is grateful for the support it receives from our community benefitting the students of the Tri-Cities.  Please give 

the following businesses and individuals a round of applause for their generosity: Novato Fire Department ensured the  

students of the Fire Technology program have the correct gear and equipment by donating $20,000 worth of these  

expensive, yet crucial public safety supplies. The program also received another notable donation of $1,000 from Judy  

Marovich, mother of the fallen firefighter and MVROP Fire Technology program alumni, Thomas Marovich.  
 

Seagate Technologies donated $25,000 to Mission Valley ROP and its CTE programs this month. In addition to their  

generous financial commitment to the school, plans for employees to conduct classroom presentations on the MVROP  

Center Campus have been established, in addition to field trips to their brand new corporate facility in Fremont.  
 

MVROP could not host and honor the achievements of students in the Tri-City community without the ongoing support of 

the following  Student of the Year Ceremony sponsors: the Fremont Chamber of Commerce, Minuteman Press, and Scott 

Emmett.  


